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Center Welcomes New Board Members

Staci Hackett has been a neighbor to the
Center since 1993 when she married her
husband Matt. Matt is a longtime resident
of this community and spent a lot of time
hanging out at West Midland as a kid. He
has always had good memories of the
Center and his time spent here. Staci and
Matt started their family in 2000 with a
little girl named Eden. In 2002 they had a
little boy named Clayton. Both children
started childcare at West Midland at nine
weeks of age.

Staci and her fam-
ily have enjoyed
being involved in
the Childcare,
Preschool,
Summer and After
School Programs.
| Staci has found
each of these to be
great  programs
and huge bless-
ings for a working
mom. As her chil-

Staci Hackett

Thanks to
The United Way
of Midland County

As summer breezes in, West Midland is
always a flurry of children. Over the last
several years, we have held to a consis-
tent enrollment of 250 children, but each
year the waiting list has grown longer.
This year, an increased allocation by The
United Way has
allowed us to
open our doors
g to 50 more chil-
dren who may
SN have gone
unsupervised
this  summer.

Isabella and her water slide In‘stead, ] they
will enjoy a

dren have grown older, Staci has become
more interested in doing her part for this
community. She is truly hoping to help
make a difference for families by being
involved at West Midland Family Center.
Her passions include her church, family
and career and on any given day, we may
find her working to keep all of them in
balance. We’re very happy that Staci has
decided to add us to the mix!
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Sue Rabbage has been with Comerica
Bank for 30 years, starting there as a high
school co-op. Sue has lived in the
Midland area her whole life as has her
husband Rick. Together, they have two
sons, Arron, 18, who just graduated from
Bullock Creek High School and Andrew,
16, who will be a junior at Bullock Creek
in the fall. Over the years, Sue has volun-
teered for many different programs in the
Midland community. She’s been with Big
Brothers/Big Sisters for eight years, was
on the board of Midland Women’s
Bowling Association for two years, has
been with the Junior Achievement second

daily “dip” in
the pool, they
will meet new
friends, experi- P2
ment, learn
about nature
and so much
more. They will
giggle, run and
shout all under
the careful
supervision of
adults who
care.

Here I come - Lucas,
Jumps into the pool

This wonderful outcome is just one of
many that have been realized as a result
of the generous United Way allocation. In
this time of statewide budget cuts it is
refreshing to know that the children of
Midland County are well supported by a
community that clearly cares for them.

grade program at Floyd Elementary for
ten years, and the Bullock Area Business
Association =
Treasurer for two |
years. Sue is very
happy to be on the
Board at West
Midland because
over the years, she
has used the ser- |
vices and facilities | 4
on many occa-
sions. She sees
this as an ideal
opportunity to do
more for the
Center. Sue’s children attended the After
School Program for several years and her
son Andrew was a volunteer life guard
during the summer of 2006. From her
vantage point, Sue has seen first hand
the difference the Center has on our
community.

Sue Rabbage

Program visitor, Murphy the dog is
part of the Dog Tales Program
which encourages literacy
among children




Eagle Scout Christian Allemang Provides Playground Upgrades

Attaining the rank of Eagle Scout is a dif-
ficult task accomplished by only a few
determined young men.  Christian
Allemang is such a young man. His
familiarity with WMFC and its services
led Christian to choose the Center as
beneficiary of the required community
service project component. Brain-
storming project options with Center
Director Greg Dorrien came next.
Numerous options were discussed before
they decided on the importance of play-
ground upgrades. As a result, Christian is
responsible for putting in three park
benches and adding a climber and binoc-

Over the winter months, while the rest of
the world was hibernating, staff members
from Chippewa Nature Center (CNC) and
West Midland Family Center were hard at
work laying the groundwork for an excit-
ing Nature Preschool program. This pro-
gram will be held at CNC beginning in
the fall of 2007.

Preschoolers explore the natural world.

Initial discussion began among CNC staff
members several years ago. According to
Rachael Larimore CNC’s Director of
Education, throughout nature center’s
nation-wide, the buzz has been about
nature preschools and the importance of
children getting outside. Children are lim-
ited in their access to free play. These
days, children have fewer
opportunities to experience nature and its
many benefits. Larimore said “In 2005
Richard Louv’s book, “LLAST CHILD IN

ulars feature to the already existing
playscape. All additions have been thor-
oughly enjoyed by parents and children
alike.

Christian earned money to help offset the
cost of the project by mowing lawns and
collecting pop cans. He then donated
these funds to help purchase project
materials. Christian was also responsible
for recruiting a work crew which he said
was sometimes comprised of scouts and
other friends.

Fawnda, Courtney and Jennifer look
into the chicken coop.

THE WOODS SAVING OUR CHII -
DREN FROM NATURE - DEFICIT
DISORDER,” was published verifying

our thoughts. “It was like the cherry on
top ~ confirming everything we had
known all along! Many theorists associate
today’s technology driven lifestyles to
attention deficits and cite the restorative
value of natural experiences. This is why
outdoor exploration will be an integral
component to Nature Preschool with
CNC as the perfect venue for children to
explore the natural world and West
Midland Family Center, thrilled to be a
part of this outdoor adventure.

Time children spend outdoors will be just
as important to learning as the time spent
in the classroom. Listening to animal

Christian Allemang and one of the park
benches he constructed.

Nature Preschool Seeks to Teach through the Natural Environment

sounds, crickets and frogs will become a
literacy module in which children gain
phonological awareness. Sorting, classi-
fying and graphing natural objects will
develop math skills. In fact, the curricu-
lum will incorporate the natural environ-
ment into all subject areas including liter-
acy, math, science, social studies, the arts
and technology.

There will be 18 tuition-free Michigan
School Readiness Program slots and 18
income-based tuition slots within this 2.5-
hour a day, four-day a week program. Any
family that registers is able to apply for a
scholarship or MSRP eligibility determi-
nation. Call, Chippewa Nature Center’s
Rachael Larimore at 631-0803 for further
information.

Teacher, Marcy Young and Chelsea
hunt for caterpillars.

THE GREAT LAKES LOONS BOOSTER CLUB’S

“Take Me Out To The Ballgame™

program assures that all families can get out to see a Loons ballgame.

How You can Help:

¢ Donate any season tickets that would otherwise go un-usued
» Make a cash donation for “Peanuts or Cracker Jacks” so worthy families will have a bit of
Loons money for souvenirs or snacks.

Contact: Darlene Smith at 835-2300, to learn how you can donate tickets
or make a cash donation to this worthwhile project.



Angela Hayner Awarded Diane Dauer ‘“‘Heart of the Center”

The Diane Dauer “Heart of the Center
Award” was estab-
lished this year to
celebrate the unique
qualities that Diane
brought to the center.
This honor will be
given three times a
year to a staff mem-
ber who (among
other things) cares
deeply for others,
puts others needs

Angela Hayner

before their own, who notices the good in
others and demonstrates personal and
professional integrity. Angela Hayner is
just such a person and was recently hon-
ored with this award by her fellow
employees.

To say that Angela consistently goes
above and beyond what is expected of
her is a simple view of her contributions.
The reality is that when her eyes see need
in a child, her heart responds. On her
own time she mentors children and with

kindness and compassion, she helps them
make choices that will positively impact
their lives. She’s been known to pur-
chase items out of her own pocket for
children in need and has taken children
“under her wing” to help them through a
difficult time.

Rest assured that no one will be “slipping
through the cracks” on Angela’s watch.
We have a bit of a guardian angel here at
WMEFC and her name is Angela!

Terri Malek-Madani: New Dow College Opportunity Program Director

Terri grew up in Hemlock, Michigan and
now calls Midland home. Upon graduat-
ing from high school, Terri joined the U.S.
Navy where she received a scholarship
and attended the University of Michigan.
She was later commissioned as a Marine
Corps officer. Terri has studied communi-
cation at Purdue University and raised two
wonderful children who are both studying

at the University of South Dakota.

Terri has lived all over the United States
and has traveled abroad several times.
Her varied life experiences make her an
ideal role model for the young adults in
COP: with Terri’s assistance participants
focus on making sound decisions regard-
ing future goals. Terri is very excited
about becoming a part of the West

Midland Family
Center team and
plans to be around for
a very long time.
With 34 program par-
ticipants it’s a good
thing!

Welcome aboard Terri.

Terri Malek-

Madani

ORGANIZATIONAL DONORS FOR 2006 & 2007

Dow Corning Home Builders Assoc. of Midland
Emergency Food Pantry of Midland County

County Homer Township

First United Methodist Church Homer United Methodist Church
Friends of the Pere Marquette Ka Boom

Gleaner Life Insurance Company Kiwanis Foundation

Alden & Vada Dow Foundation
Allen Foundation

Barstow Foundation

Bergstein Foundation

Blessed Sacrament Church
Bullock Creek School District

QRP

Remax of Midland

Rollin M. Gerstacker Foundation
Roth Cleaners

Servinski Sod Service

Snow Machines

CalTech Green Stone Kiwassee Kiwanis St. John's Episcopal Church
Charles J. Strosacker Foundation Greendale Township Lee Township State of Michigan
Child Care Concepts Hale & Hale DDS Midland Foundation TOPS #1171

“City of Midland Harry A. & Margaret D. Towsley Midland Morning Rotary Club United Way of Midland County
Comerica Foundation Midland Rotary Club WMEFC Auxiliary
Doan Family Foundation Herbert H. & Grace A. Dow National Crime Prevention Zonta Club
Dow Chemical Foundation Foundation PEO Sisterhood

INDIVIDUAL FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTORS 06/07
To the best of our knowledge, this listing is accurate as of publication.
However, if you find that we have erroneously placed you on our list of anonymous donors ~ please contact us!

L. & S. Adamcik, F. & G. Aerstin, R. Allbee, A. & T. Allemang, C. Allemang, G. & D. Allen, M. & R. Allen, R. & M. Alsgaard, R. & P. Anger, D. Arnold, V. & M. Asgaonkar, M. & S. Babinec,
O. Barrett, R. & V Barstow, C. Barton, L. Barton, J. Batcke, R. Belfit. S. Bender, J. & L. Bennett, G. & N. Bergtold, D. & V. Berry, 1. Beshgetoor, J. & S. Binkley, E. & R. Blair, A. Blubaugh,
J. & D. Borin, G. & V. Borin, E. & V. Bradford. J. & J. Bradley, J. Bradley, B. & A. Bremmer, C. Broddle, J. & A. Bromley, D. & C. Brooks, J. D. & E. Brooks, N. Brown, J. Buchanan, R. &
E. Burger, L. Burgert, G. & E. Burkett, J. Burlingame, R. Bush, S. & J. Bush, J. Butcher, J. Camilletti, H. & D. Canfield, D. & J. Carlsen, D. & P. Carlson, C. Carnl, P. & B. Carras, R. Cermak,
T. & J. Chamberlin, S. & M. Choate, M. & E. Christy, D. & L. Chu, C. & M. Cochran. R. & C. Coffield. C. Coons. D. Cooper. K. & C. Collins, D. & M. Collins, M. & N. Cronenberger, W. &
K. Crosby, L. & P. Crossman, A. Curtis, T. Datte, D. Daudt, M. Dekau, E. Deline, D. DeMott, T. & S. Dergazarian, K. & J. Desloover, T. & L. Dietsche, J. Doan, T. Dolan, R.& D. Dolinski, B.
& K. Dollard, N. & M. Donker, G. & R. Dorrien, J. & V. Dorrien, J. & S. Dostal, L. Dostal & K. Latham, R. & M. A. Dostal, D. & L. Drake, J. & M. Dreyer, M. L. Ecken, J. Edmisten, R. & B.
Ekdahl, W. Elliott, G. & L. Elza, G. & S. Engle, F. English, R. & D. Everett, W. & 1. Ewing, W. Eyer, J. Finney, A. & B. Fisher, E. Flagg, L. & D. Flemming, R. & C. Foley, D. A. Follette, W.
& K. Fothergill, R. Frantz, B. & L. Frankovich, D. & W. Freeman, R. & S. Furlow, D. & E. Gagliardi, H. Garno, C. & B. Garrison, D. & S. Garska, S. Garza, J. & D. Gibbons, C. & D. Gibbs,
R. & G. Glanz, M. & R. Glenn, M. and J. Glynn, C. & M. Goeders, M. & A. Goethe, R. & K. Goethe, J. & P. Gohndron, R. & V. Gohrband, J. & M. Gorte, G. Gorton, L. & B. Goulet, E. & P.
Graham, H. & K. Gray, J. & B. Green, W. Gross, W. & M. Gross, R. & N. Grubich. H. & B. Gurnee. D. Hackett, M. & S. Hackett, L. & K. Hale, D. & Y. Hall, D. & A. Halls, R. & J. Halstead,
D. & S.Hammond, J. & S. Hampton. L. & A. Hampton, G. Handt, A. & M. Hanus, V. Harlow, G. & M. Harter, V. & C. Hartman, D. & J. Hawkins, J. Hays, P. R. Headbloom, P. Heil, G. Heinmiller.
R. & S. Heiny, K. & J. Heringhausen, E.J. & J. Herst, K. & J. Hewlett, R. & N. Hieb, J. & S. Hill. R. & J. Hillman, J. & M. Hinson, T. & P. Hoff, C. Hohman, L. & M. Hollenbeck, T. Holman,
E. & A. Hoon, J. & M. Hopfensperger. J. Hopfensperger, J. & R. Hopfensperger, D. & P. Hopkins, M. & S. Horness, W. Horvat, R. & A. Hotchkiss, D. & A. Hozak, G. & S. Hozak. K. & L.
Hozak, N. & R. Hozak, E.R. & P. Humburg, A. & B. Huntress, M. & N. Hurtubise, C. Hutter, F. & B. Hyde, K. & A. leuter, C. & V. Infante, E. & D. Isberg, L. & M. Jackson, M. & J. Janson,
J. & F. Johnson, R. Johnson, T. Johnson, T. & B. Johnson, G. & H. Jozwiak, R. Juengel, K. & M. Kane, M. Kappler, T. & V. Kappler, J. Karlovich & K. Foster, R. & B. Keil, D. & J. Kellom,
W.W & B. Kennett, D. & P. Kepler I, R. & P. Kesseler, T. and S. Kietzman, S. & M. Kin. C. Klimpel. J. Klein, P. & R. Knapp, B. & T. Kohnert, M. Kohnert. J. & L. Kosch, B. & P. Kovach, G.
& K. Kozerski, W. & J. Kuhlman, R. Kursinsky. G. & J. Kusch. J. & S. La Bean, M. E. Ladd, R. & S. LaFontaine, N.Lake, D. & K. Lake, B. & H. LaMee, L. & J. Lang,R. & K. Lee Jr..F. &
G. Lehman, G. Levasseur, J. LeViere, C. & J. Light, L. & C. Lindy, G. & B. Linton, L. & J. Long, D. & S. Love, T. & C. Ludington, W. & M. Lueth, A. Lyon, D. Lyon. R. Malkin, W. Marklwitz,
P. & B. Martinez-Fonts, C. Maxey, D. D. Maxwell, S. Maxwell, W. & L. Mayton, T. McCann, C. & P. McDonald. C. & J. McGee, J. & R. McGown, M. & J. McGuire, B. & J. Mae Meister, R.
& C. Merling, V. Middleton. J. & P. Mier, D. & V. Miller, L. Miller. R. & C. Miller, M.B. Mills, F. Minger Jr., T. & E. Misner, D. Wiederhold — Momany, R. & D. Monica, J. Morgan, D. Morris,
P. Morris, V. Morrison, J. & K. Mortensen, M. Murphy, J. & S. Myers. P. Naegele, M. Neely. R. & C. Nelson, N. Nickerson, C. & P. Norisez, T. Nowak, N. & L. Ohle, R. & N. Ohle, L. Ohle,
R. Ohle, T. and M. Olen, R. & L. Oliver, A. & J. Oman. A. & F. Oonk. F. Oreffice, M. & J. Oswald, A. & J. Ott, C. & M. Owen, B. Page, B. Pankey, D. & A. Pankratz, P. Pankratz, D. & G.
Parsons, P. Pashak, K. & R. Peterson, R. Meeks & L. Perkins, M. Pickett, A. & L. Pierfelice, J. & N. Pollak, F. & J. Popoff, B. Prewozniak, M. Putnam, W. & J. Quade, L. & B. Quinn, D. & P.
Rapanos, J. & J. Rapanos, M. Rapanos, A. & D. Rapp. J. Reder, L. Reed, L. & P. Reeves. J. & B. Reisner. R. & J. Reynolds, D. Rick, J. & R. Riecker. R. & D. Rippee, R. Roberts, E. & E.
Rogers, J. & J. Rogers, M. Rogers, A. Roland, H. & H. Rossow, W. & J. Rupprecht. J. & L. E. Saam. L. Kerr & S. Kok, H. & K. Schaar, J. & A. Schaefer, D. & J. Schmidt, W. & B. Schmidt. J.
& M. Ellen Schroeder, W. & C. Schuette, W. & S. Schutt. G. & S. Schwartz, H. & B. Scogg. G. & V. Sears, J. Servinski. L. & S. Servinski. D. Shank. T. Shanks, P. Shauger, A. & M. Shawl, P.
& R. Sheffield, T. & R. Sinclair. M. & R. Skurski, B. & J. Smith, D. & L. Smith, G. & A. Smith. P. Smith, R. Smith, D. & J. Stagg. T. & S. Stamas, F. & N. Stark, H. & E. Starks, B. & L.
Stavropoulos. J. & L. Stern, M. Stevens, J. & C. St. Louis, R. & A. Sugar, K. Surprenant. S. A. Sutton, P. & A. Swan, LR. & D. Szymznski, T. & K. Talcott, R. & S. Tanner. L. Tarn, D. & E.
Taylor, G. & E. Taylor. T. & P. Tefft, P. & J. Thornsberg, I. & S. Thumma, H. & L. Toner, O. Toner, D. & T. Townley. J. Treadway, B. Vaillancourt. J. Van Dalen, W. & C. VanConant, B.
VanderKelen. J. & K. VanderKelen. E. & 1. Viges, E. & E. Wall, S. & A. Wallen, G. & A. Ward. S. & P. Ward, R. & M. Warne, J. & F. Warner, L. Washington, G. & S. Wasserman, G. & S.
Wasserman, G. & S. Wejrowski, B. Weyenberg, P. White, S. Wildes, W. & M. Williams, J. & R. Wilson, J. & J. Winchester, L. & J. Wyse, E. & M. Yehle. W. & J. Yost,A. & S. Young, D. Young,
W. Zacharias, G. & D. Zellner. R. & D.Zimmer & many anonymous gifts.
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Board of Directors:

Board President ................ Larry Reeves
Vice President ..................... E.J. Herst
Secretary ................c.oiuu.n. Bo Miller
Treasurer ......................J Carl Coons
Directors ................... Ashley Barriger,

Rod Dishaw,Staci Hackett,

Nate Ohle, Sue Rabbage

Bev Ruttan, Mike Skurski

Advisors ................ ... Greg Bergtold,
Jim Burlingame, Ben Dollard,

Bob Dostal, Thomas Misner,

Chuck Norisez, Dave Pellegrom,

William Schmidt, Joe VanderKelen,

Win Zacharias.

Administrative Staff:

Executive Director . ............. Greg Dorrien
Director of Programs ............ Gail Crosby
Financial Director .............. Jason Green
Financial Assistant ............... Amy Miller
Office Manager ............... Diane DeMott
Administrative Assistant . ....... Missy Finney
Receptionists .................... Tiarra Fort,

Penny Owen, Jackie Young
New Initiatives Coordinator ... ... Susan Love

Facilities Management Staff:

Maintenance Director ............. Jeff Myers

Maintenance Staff ............ Gerald Burkett,
Jennifer Haley, Mike Kirby,

Family Development Staff:

Family Services Director .. ...... Renee Young
Family Consultant ............... Lois Burton
Catholic Family Services . ........ Larry Quinn
Family Studies Intern ......... Amanda Bialik
Early Childhood Staff:
Preschool Teachers ............ Wendy Plewa,
Marcy Young
Preschool Staff . ............... Eileen Burch,
Kathy Boulis, Diana Laporta,
Sheleigh Nicolai
Kinder Kare Site Director . Melina VanConant
Kinder Kare Staff ............ Tammy Moore,
Sheena Spyker, Michelle Presby,
Emily Ward
Youth & Teen Staff:
Youth Program Director ... ... Stephanie Ponte
Dow College Opportunities
Program Director ........ Terri Malek-Madani
Teen Program Director .. . ...... Stacey Urbani
Youth and Teen Staff ......... Christina Allen,

Teresa Allen, Alessia Barstow,
Jason Bergtold, Ariel Blackburn,
Martina Campbell, Stephanie Datte,
Michelle Duffy, Mark Foley,
Colleen Foy, Lori Gandy,

Calleen Hartnagle, Angela Hayner,
Mike Hull, Keith Hutchins,

Justin Infante, Danielle Ismirle,
Ched Johnson, Jennifer Justice,

Youth and Teen Staff continued
Dave Matthews, Faye Reber,
Tiffany Roberson, Danielle Roberts,
Tyrell Ross, Adam Saunders,
Erin Sehnert, Tammy Screws,
Joe Spencer, Jeff Tanner,
Jana Tramper, Alaina Waldman,
Mike Ware, Dori White,

Kayla Wilson.

Summer School Teachers . ... ... Stacey Kettler,
Trisha Moody

Recreation Interns ............. John Koehn,
Suzi Poppy

Activities and Instruction Staff:
Recreation & Aquatics Director . . Renee Allen
Lifeguards ... ... Michael Allen, Brittney Evans,
Nathan Love, Molly Lien,
Katie Toskey, Brent Riley,
Kelly Toskey, Claudia Witt
Computer Class Teacher . ......... Peggy Hoff

Senior Program Staff:

WMFC Senior Program Staff ... .Susan Wells

Council on Aging

Site Manager ................ Tammy Jerome

Council on Aging Staff ......... Sandra Engle,
Barb Fenby, Marsha Orwig

Each staff member is listed only once although
many serve multiple roles at the Center.



