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Scholarships Play An Increasingly Important Role In Paying For College

1. How America Pays for College 
2015, Sallie Mae and Ipsos.

2. Source: Sallie Mae Scholarship 
Search database.
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Find Free Money for College: Scholarships

Scholarships are awarded for a variety of reasons:

 Academic achievement
 Financial need
 Community involvement
 Organization membership
 Sports

 Talent or skill
 Leadership/School activities
 Ethnicity
 Religious affiliation
 Parent affiliation with work, 

club or activity
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► There are many resources for scholarships:
– Local or community-based scholarships
– Federal and state agencies
– College-specific scholarships offered by the colleges your 

students are interested in attending
– Religious organizations
– Employers
– Libraries
– Private organizations or major companies
– Online search engines that aggregate scholarship offerings and 

allow users to be matched to scholarships based a personal 
profile

Scholarship Resources
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► Private Resources
– KFC Scholarships
– Coca-Cola Scholarships
– Wal-Mart Scholarships
– Exxon Mobil Scholarship
– Ronald McDonald House Charities Scholarships

► Examples of Free Search Engines
– Scholarship Search by Sallie Mae® provides free access to more than 5 million 

scholarships worth up to $24 billion
• SallieMae.com/ScholarshipSearch

– Fastweb features over 1.5 million scholarships worth up to $3.4 billion
• Fastweb.com/college-scholarships

– Big Future by the College Board offers scholarships, other financial aid and 
internships from more than 2,200 programs, totaling nearly $6 billion

• bigfuture.collegeboard.org/scholarship-search

– General Electric Foundation Scholarships
– Target Scholarships
– Scholarship America
– AT&T Labs Fellowship Program

Scholarships Resources
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► Add scholarship information and links to the Counseling 
section of your website 

► Host a Scholarships brown bag lunch
– Invite previous scholarship winners to talk about their search and 

application experiences 

► Host a Scholarship Essay writing workshop

► Partner with community-based organizations to send mailings 
or emails about scholarships

► Leverage school communications regularly sent to students 

► Publish a Scholarships article in the school newspaper

Promoting Scholarships to Your Students
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► Look for search engines that offer:
– FREE searches
– Calendar listing scholarships by deadline
– Filtering capabilities

• By name
• By deadline
• By award amount

– Rating of scholarships
– Adjustable settings
– Email alerts when new scholarship matches are available
– The ability to save profile information
– Responsive design (mobile-friendly)

Best Practices When Promoting Search Engines
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► Each scholarship will have its own set of eligibility criteria and application 
requirements

► Each will have its own deadline

► Applicants may be required to write an essay, pass a written exam, or 
complete a project demonstrating their potential

► Programs may specify how scholarship funds must be used, set time 
restrictions for disbursing the funds, or set a ceiling on qualifying family income

► Scholarship funds may be paid directly to the college

► Failure to meet certain requirements could jeopardize a student’s ability to 
keep the scholarship

Scholarship Basics
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► Organization 

► Honesty

► Following instructions

► Strong Recommendation Letters

► Neatness

► Meeting deadlines

Helpful Tips

Keys to Scholarship Application Success

Spreadsheets and online 
calendars can bring order to 

the application process

A scholarship resume
can ensure all achievements 

are identified

Allow enough 
time for a  recommendation 

to be written and thank
the reviewer

Applications should be 
sent by certified mail to 

ensure receipt
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► Create a lasting impression with the personal 
essay 
– The essay should convey background, 

experiences, ambitions, and personality
► Start early and allow plenty of writing time
► Organize thoughts in an outline first
► Create a strong introduction, supporting 

arguments, and an appropriate conclusion
► Ask family and friends for feedback
► Proofread, proofread, proofread!

Scholarship Essay Tips to Share with Your Students

Building 
Blocks 

of a Good 
Scholarship 

Essay
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Make a plan

Do their research

Determine the combination of funding sources

Get the help they need

Students and Parents Should Have a Checklist
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Scholarships: Free money for college

1. How America Pays for College 2015, Sallie Mae and Ipsos. Available at SallieMae.com/HowAmericaPays •  2. Source: Sallie Mae Scholarship Search database.
3. No purchase necessary. Void where prohibited. See official rules at SallieMae.com/SweepstakesRules. 

5 $24
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Scholarship Search by Sallie Mae

Profile Scholarship Matches
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The information contained in this presentation is not comprehensive,
is subject to constant change, and therefore should serve only as

general, background information for further investigation and study
related to the subject matter and the specific factual circumstances

being considered or evaluated. Nothing in this presentation
constitutes or is designed to constitute legal advice.

For school use only. Not to be distributed to students.


