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Dear Friends and 
Supporters:

In 2009, Michigan saw 
unemployment surge, 
home foreclosures set 
records, and incomes 

spiral downward, pitching more people 
below the poverty level, many for the 
first time. A record number of individuals 
sought help at food pantries, soup 
kitchens and homeless shelters. The 
severe recession plunged the state into 
the deepest downturn since the Great 
Depression and continues to challenge 
families and communities. 

When troubled times pull people 
down financially and emotionally, just 
knowing someone cares can help them 
push through the day. Consumers 
Energy, the Consumers Energy 
Foundation, our employees and retirees 
care and are there every day with an 
outreached hand to help. 

Enriching lives depends on the things 
we give and the things we share. Last 
year, the company, its Foundation and 
its people contributed $3.3 million to 
nonprofit organizations statewide. They 
are dedicated to improving lives and 
communities through social welfare, 
community and civic development, 
education, culture and the arts, and 
Michigan growth and environmental 
enhancement. Last year, grants funded 
nearly 800 projects in these critical areas.

Together, our company, employees 
and retirees donated $1.8 million to 
55 local United Way organizations in 
Michigan’s Lower Peninsula to help 
nonprofit agencies meet community 
needs. 

In addition, the Consumers Energy 
Foundation awarded $211,000 in  
 

Volunteer Investment Program (VIP) 
grants on behalf of 491employees 
and retirees who gladly took time to 
volunteer for 411 nonprofit groups. 
As nonprofits have been hit hard by 
the slumping economy, volunteers 
are essential to deliver programs and 
services.

As a volunteer in the “Bigs in School” 
program for Big Brothers Big Sisters 
of Jackson County, I know firsthand 
what a rewarding and heartwarming 
experience it is to spend time with a 
little brother. Like others who champion 
children, our goal is to help kids get a 
great start and a sound education on 
their way to a successful future. That’s 
why our Foundation doubles VIP grants 
to nonprofits that provide services 
to benefit youth. Plus, we’ve made a 
conscious effort to focus our grant-
making on early childhood initiatives, 
such as the Great Start Collaborative of 
Jackson County.

The Foundation also offered additional 
support through the Matching Gifts 
program, which provided more than 
$115,000 to match employee and retiree 
donations to 36 higher educational 
institutions, 21 community foundations, 
and 43 food banks and pantries.

Through our gifts of time, talent and 
financial resources, we are working every 
day to show people and communities 
that someone cares . . . that we care.

 
Sincerely,

 
 
David G. Mengebier
President
Consumers Energy Foundation
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David Mengebier 
reviews an atlas with 
JaQuan, his “little brother,” at 
Frost Elementary School in Jackson. 
Mengebier and JaQuan are involved in  
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Jackson County’s 
“Bigs in School” program.



Social Welfare 

Community and Civic  
Development

Education

Michigan Growth and  
Environmental Enhancement

Culture and the Arts

3     Social Welfare    



 Jackson employees ride a conference bike during the 
2009 Cyclepalooza competition, which helps raise 
money for United Way.
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Located in one of Saginaw’s most 
poverty-stricken neighborhoods, 
Emmaus House is unique among 
nonprofits that collect, organize and 
distribute donated food, clothing, 
toys, household goods, furniture and 
appliances. The nonprofit agency 
gives the items away free to anyone 
in need.

Founded in 1987 by Sister 
Marietta Fritz as a home for women 
coming from jail, prison or drug 
rehabilitation, Emmaus House on 
14th Street on the city’s east side also 
serves as the business headquarters 
and drop-off and distribution site 
for donated goods destined for 
individuals and families living below 
the poverty level.

Over the years, the volume of 
donated goods increased each 
week to some 200 bags and boxes 
and 100 people coming and going 
from the house to pick up items. The 
facility was bulging at the seams 
and crowding living space for the 
residents. Worse, Emmaus House had 
to refuse donations due to lack of 
space. That meant fewer of life’s basic 
needs in the hands of those who 
needed them most. 

Emmaus House turned to the 
Consumers Energy Foundation and 
was awarded a grant to support 
construction of a 40-foot by 50-foot 
concrete block building to serve as 
offices and a resource distribution 
center. The completed facility at the 
14th Street site provides storage 
space for donated goods and a place 
to process and distribute them. 
Volunteers now process, organize 
and distribute donations to almost 
200 people a week, double the 
number served before the building 
was completed. The center helps 
ease the sting of Michigan’s 
economic troubles.  

 “Knowing we can be more 
responsive to people who have 

WHILE TOUGH economic times continue for some 
Michigan residents, a ray of hope looms on the 

horizon, bringing the chance for a brighter future. 

That ray of hope comes from several nonprofit 
organizations that make a difference for those in need.

Employee Noble Billingsley 
delivers hot meals to a 
Jackson family as part of 
Meals on Wheels.

The Emmaus House of Saginaw offers clothing, 
household goods and food for people in need.
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John Russell, president and chief executive officer of CMS Energy 
and Consumers Energy, volunteers with employee Jennifer Smith, 
center, at the Jackson County Department on Aging to prepare 
meals for homebound seniors.



Marjorie Longcore  
is one of many 
employees donating  
to Toys for Tots.
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an immediate need for a helping 
hand is a huge lift to our spirits,”  
Fritz said.

The company also answered  
the call to help Michigan’s  
2-1-1 telephone service. The 24/7 
confidential telephone referral 
service helps individuals and  
families find help with food,  
housing, employment, health care, 
counseling, transportation and other 
human services. 

The program received a grant from 
a donor-advised fund established  
by Consumers Energy’s parent 
company, CMS Energy, and held by 
the United Way of Jackson County.

The program serves more than 
900,000 Michigan residents. 
The company’s support 
underscores its conviction 
that all Michigan residents 
should have access to this 
critical service.

At the heart of our 
philanthropic efforts 
are employees 
and retirees who 
often take the 
lead to volunteer 
and raise money 
by hosting fund-raisers 
for nonprofit organizations. They 
donned thinking caps to find  
creative ways to ease the economic 
hardships faced by their friends, 
families and communities by holding 
coin wars, ice cream socials, popcorn 
sales, cookouts, bike races, silent 
auctions and personal pledges, with 
proceeds donated to United Way. 

Those generous contributions 
helped with critical programs, 
including food distribution, 
substance abuse prevention, teen 
pregnancy awareness, health 
care, prescription assistance and 
mentoring.

Scores of employees and retirees 
also volunteered on United Way 
boards, campaign committees 
and partner agencies in their 
communities, improving the quality 
of life for their families, friends and 
neighbors. 

Employees also raised money for 
Meals on Wheels, a program 

that delivers meals to 
seniors and people who 

are homebound, ill 
and disabled.  
Employees’ efforts 
put more than 1,300 

meals on tables for 
those in need.
CMS Energy also 

reduced hunger, food 
insecurity and hunger-

related illnesses with 
a grant to the Food Bank 

Council of Michigan to buy 
400,000 pounds of fresh fruit and 

vegetables for distribution by food 
pantries, soup kitchens and shelters 
across the state.

“The funding came at a time of 
great need and will continue to help 
us feed the million or so individuals 
who use a food bank this year,” said 
Jane Marshall, Food Bank Council 
executive director. 

Terri Breidinger donates food and other items that Consumers Energy employees 

delivered to Maj. Alan Hanton of The Salvation Army in Alma.



Employee Terry Wineland, center, 
joins other volunteers to help 
provide food to families in need 
at the Immanuel Lutheran Food 
Pantry in Jackson.
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Employees Laura Misjak, on guitar, and Missy 

Kayko, on drums, play the Rock Band video 

game to raise money for local nonprofit 

organizations.
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Jerry Funk, City of Ludington fire chief, 
uses a new laptop computer to retrieve 
information on the job.



WITHIn EVERy prosperous community resides a group 
of unsung heroes. Those leaders are dedicated to 

protecting and enriching the lives of local residents. They 
also understand the importance of giving back to their 
communities. 

At Consumers Energy and the 
Consumers Energy Foundation, we 
never give safety a day off. Caring for 
the safety of people and communities 
is at the heart of what we do. 

In 2009, we were pleased to 
support a safety initiative founded on 
teamwork and the desire to preserve 
and protect people and property.

A Foundation grant helped 
fund the development of a public 
safety training center for nearly 
600 firefighters and police officers 
in Jackson County. The concept for 
the center is a collaboration of the 
Michigan State Police Post in Jackson, 
the Jackson County Fire Chiefs 
Association, the Jackson County 
Police Chiefs Association, the City 
of Jackson, Summit Township and 
Blackman Charter Township. 

Located in the Blackman Charter 
Township Hall, the 3,000-square-
foot training center is open 24/7 and 
features seating for 30 students, a 
separate conference room for smaller 
training sessions, a workstation with 
two computers for online training and 
audiovisual materials.

 “The new center will ensure our 
public safety community has access 
to the knowledge and training 

necessary to protect the citizens of 
Jackson County,” said Jon Johnston, 
deputy director of the Blackman 
Charter Township Department of 
Public Safety. 

A Foundation grant also helped the 
City of Ludington Fire Department 
purchase additional computers and 
docking stations for its emergency 
response vehicles. Acquiring these 
crucial resources allows firefighters 
to access safety information quickly 
during emergencies.

The Consumers Energy Foundation 
continues to salute the Girl Scouts 
and the Boy Scouts of America for 
their work with youth. The Foundation 
awarded 65 VIP grants to nonprofits 
to recognize the volunteer efforts of 
Consumers Energy employees and 
retirees who volunteered for Scout 
activities.

Employees helped Scouts earn 
merit badges and joined local 
troops to celebrate the Boy Scouts 
of America’s 100th anniversary in 
Marshall.

Like Scouts, who strive to always 
do their best, a group of rising sports 
stars has taken the athletic world 
by storm. Adults and children with 
disabilities display courage and 
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Children with disabilities participate 
in kayaking, tennis and hand-cycling 
at the 2009 Junior Wheelchair Sports 
Camp sponsored by the Grand Rapids 
Wheelchair Sports Association.



perseverance while competing in 
tennis, basketball, hand-cycling, 
kayaking, and other sporting events 
through the Grand Rapids Wheelchair 
Sports Association (GRWSA).

Since 1982, GRWSA has 
provided people with disabilities 
the opportunity to participate in 
recreation and sports activities. 
The nonprofit supports a nationally 
ranked traveling wheelchair tennis 
team, hosts an internationally 
sanctioned tennis tournament, 
sponsors the Grand Rapids Pacers 
wheelchair basketball team and co-
sponsors the Junior Pacers youth 
basketball team.

“Over the years, the GRWSA 
has helped thousands of people 
participate in nearly every sport 
imaginable, including hockey and 
rock climbing,” said Lynn Benders, 
GRWSA head tennis coach.

The Foundation presented a grant 
to GRWSA in 2009 to support its 
operational needs and VIP grants on 
behalf of employee volunteers.

Consumers Energy also hails 
senior citizens, who infuse Michigan 
communities with the spirit of giving 
back. Dennis “Kirby” Griffin, 73, and 
Art nichols, 80, were honored by 
Consumers Energy and the Michigan 
Office of Services to the Aging with 
2009 Senior Citizen of the year awards 
and checks from Consumers Energy. 

Griffin clocked hundreds of 
volunteer hours, including 17 years 
with Meals on Wheels. When asked 
why he volunteered, he replied, 
“Because I can.”

nichols helps seniors resolve 
financial problems, answers  
Medicare/Medicaid questions, works 
with at-risk youth and Meals on 
Wheels.  “I expect nothing in return,” 
he said, “and I think there’s nothing 
better than that.”

For more than 30 years, Consumers 
Energy has encouraged seniors age 
50 and over to stay active, fit and well 
through its support of the Michigan 
Senior Olympics. Combined, the 
2009 summer and winter games, 
which took place in Oakland County, 
attracted 1,200 seniors.

Cub Scout leaders 
teach children about 
energy safety during 
a weekend event in 
Muskegon.

Police officers from the Blackman Charter 
Township Department of Public Safety attend 
a meeting in their new training center.
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The Troy Oldtimers proudly display the silver medals they won during the 
Michigan Senior Olympics Winter Games hockey tournament. 

Senior athletes compete in a hockey game during the 2010 Michigan Senior Olympics in Oakland County.
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Michelle Mitchell demonstrates electric safety to 
students during a Hazard Hamlet presentation.

In her drawing, Grace, a fourth-grader at Hemmeter Elementary School in 

Saginaw, shows what she learned.
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In 2009, the programs we funded 
reshaped the way education is 
delivered and encouraged, inspired 
and empowered learners in novel 
ways.

At Michigan State University (MSU), 
the College of Engineering is using a 
Consumers Energy Foundation grant 
to unleash the spirit of innovation 
through its Residential Experience 
for Spartan Engineers and the 
Engineering Theme Partnership. 
Engineering students live in Wilson 
Hall along with students in other fields 
of study.

The residence hall has been 
transformed into a microcosm of the 
working world that will better prepare 
students to work in a collaborative, 
team-based setting. 

The Residential Experience fosters 
a community of thinkers who can 
explore and tackle solutions to key 
problems confronting our world. 
A component of the live-and-learn 
experience is the Engineering Theme 
Partnership, a visionary partnership 
with industry to transform students 
into the engineering leaders of the 
future. Consumers Energy employees 
are teaming up with the MSU College 

of Engineering to serve as guest 
lecturers, create design projects and 
engage students through a themed 
area of Wilson Hall.

The grant provides support for 
mentors, funds activities, such as 
tutoring programs and field trips, and 
supports partnership materials. 

With only half of the engineers in 
the nation’s work force being U.S. 
citizens, Eastern Michigan University 
(EMU) launched Project Lead the Way 
(PLTW) in Michigan. The program’s 
goal is to increase the number of 
young people, particularly women 
and minorities, pursuing careers in 
science, engineering and engineering 
programs that require two- or four-
year college degrees. 

PLTW is a national nonprofit 
organization that provides an all- 
inclusive program of STEM (science, 
technology, engineering and 
mathematics) education for middle 
and high school students who learn 
through hands-on experiences in 
problem solving, teamwork and 
project-based learning. The program 
is active in more than 90 Michigan 
schools, including the Jackson County 
Intermediate School District (JCISD).

 

The JCISD offers basic 
engineering, digital 
electronics and computer-
integrated manufacturing 
courses to high school students 
and plans to add robotics in the 
2010-2011 school year.

“Many students are not given an 
appropriate background into the 
integration of mathematics, science 
and technology,” said Liz Raduazo, 
grant coordinator for the JCISD. “This 
program helps address those needs.”

As the only in-service teacher 
education school in Michigan, EMU 
trains teachers to complete an 
intensive training institute for each 
PLTW course. The training instructs 
teachers how to integrate PLTW 
into their classrooms. A Consumers 
Energy Foundation grant supports 
a field agent to complete the first 
year of implementation of PLTW. 
The field agent provides help with 
the curriculum and developing and 
modifying secondary science and 
technology laboratories.

Sparking a passion for learning 
among children is a commitment 
made by Consumers Energy and its 
parent, CMS Energy. 

EACH yEAR, the Consumers Energy Foundation helps 
Michigan students unleash their passion for learning.

The Foundation provides funding for top-notch 
educational programs, including mentoring opportunities, 
specialized classes and scholarships, to enhance students’ 
academic experiences.
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Dave Joos, CMS Energy Chairman, receives a tour 
of the Residential Experience and Cornerstone 
Engineering program at Michigan State University.

Students 
can apply their 
engineering skills in a lab at 
Michigan State University.



Dave Joos, CMS Energy Chairman, supports the company’s 
commitment to the Great Start Collaborative of Jackson County 
and early childhood education.
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Jackson High School students and teachers build a robot at the 
Jackson County Intermediate School District’s Project Lead the 
Way classes.
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John Yang plays chess with Russell, a student 
he mentors through Big Brothers Big Sisters of 
Jackson County.

Ron Kerver, a Big Brothers Big Sisters mentor, 
teaches Dorian how to cast a rod during a 
fishing trip.

In 2009, the company renewed its 2008 investments 
in the Great Start Collaborative of Jackson County. The 
initiative helps provide a coordinated system of resources 
and support to help kids from birth to age 5 succeed.

CMS Energy provided funding in three areas critical to 
a child’s success: child care, literacy and mentoring. The 
company funded a child care scholarship program for 
10 parents who work and attend a local college, Dolly 
Parton’s Imagination Library program and four site-based 
mentoring programs. 

Under the library program, children 5 and younger 
receive an age-appropriate book each month for up to 
five years. More than 3,200 children have registered and 
more than 35,000 books have been distributed since May 
2008. Additionally, the company matched community 
contributions to encourage others to invest in the early 
childhood literacy program.

CMS Energy also supported the expansion of Imagination 
Library programs in Eaton and Clinton counties and 
provided 10 child care scholarships for working parents in 
Ingham County. 

The Great Start Collaborative of Jackson County taps into 
community resources, including schools, academies, and 
health and human service agencies, to help families help 
their children thrive in school. 

CMS Energy has teamed up with Big Brothers Big Sisters 
to establish mentoring programs at four elementary 
schools near the company’s business locations in Jackson.  
Called “Bigs in School,” employees spend one hour a 
week at lunchtime at school, mentoring a child in grades 
kindergarten through fifth grade. 

Studies show mentors make children more self-
sufficient, healthy, caring and responsible members of the 
community. Children involved in the program develop 
improved attitudes toward school, earn higher grades, 
improve their self-esteem and relationships with adults  
and classmates. 

CMS Energy also supports traditional mentoring for 
schoolchildren through age 18. Each week, mentors pick 
up their “little” brother or sister from their home and spend 
time with them, all the while gently guiding, teaching, 
listening and sharing life’s learnings. 

Adult mentors give students the self-confidence to 
pursue education and vocational opportunities beyond 
high school. To encourage students in that direction, the 
Consumers Energy Foundation awarded 56 scholarships 
to college students studying science, technology, 
engineering, mathematics and business. 

The American Association of Blacks in Energy and the 
Michigan Colleges Foundation are among organizations 
working with the Foundation to encourage more women 
and minorities to enter those fields of study.

Eleven high school seniors received one-time 
scholarships from the Consumers Energy Foundation 
in recognition of their graduation and participation 
in Consumers Energy’s Options Program. High school 
students participate as paid summer interns in the program 
while gaining work and teamwork skills important to 
employers. The students also learn about the energy 
industry and the diverse positions needed to successfully 
operate our business.
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Chris Pierce, a Conservation 
Resource Alliance staff biologist, 
fishes in northern Manistee 
County’s Bear Creek.  



AS OnE OF Michigan’s largest landowners, Consumers 
Energy knows that caring for the state’s water, 

wetlands and wildlife is a serious responsibility.

Wherever the company does business, its activities are 
consistent with sound environmental practices that 
are dedicated to preserving some of the state’s most 
breathtaking environmental gems.

A rainbow trout lies in the 
hands of a Conservation 
Resource Alliance volunteer 
who helps evaluate and 
monitor ecosystems of steams.

A Conservation Resource 
Alliance volunteer holds 
a snapping turtle that 
was rescued from a rural 
Leelanau County road. 

The waters of Baldwin River in 
Lake County flow quietly on a 
peaceful fall day. 

An instructor from the Cranbrook Institute of 
Science gives a watershed education program 
presentation to a Thompson Middle School 
class in Saginaw.
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Volunteers use herbicide to cut stumps of 
invasive buckthorn at the Saginaw Wetlands 
Nature Sanctuary in Huron County. Michigan Nature 

Association volunteers 
help build a boardwalk 
along the Lakeville 
Swamp in Oakland 
County.

A firefighter starts a backburn 
during a prescribed fire at Goose 
Creek Nature Sanctuary in 
Lenawee County.

The Conservation Resource Alliance improves 
tributaries in Grand Traverse County that are 
the lifeblood of the Great Lakes.
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Western Michigan University students work on alternative and renewable 
energy projects at the College of Engineering and Applied Sciences’ energy 
laboratory. They also conduct plug-in hybrid vehicle and wind turbine material 
research at the lab.
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High school students conduct experiments to 
learn about greenhouse gas reductions during 
the Keystone Science School’s Youth Policy 
Summit at Western Michigan University.

Advanced Placement biology students from Troy Athens High School volunteer  
for a northern Michigan restoration project on Bear Creek in Manistee County. 
They planted native shrubs and trees to help revive a restored streambank. 
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Dale Chihuly. The Sun, 2008. 
Dia. 14 feet. Desert Botanical Garden, Phoenix. 
Photo by Parks Anderson.

Frederik Meijer Gardens and Sculpture Park features 
“The Sun,” one of many creative glass sculptures by 
Dale Chihuly that were on display recently. 
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In 2009, MAny of Michigan’s top artistic and cultural 
organizations illuminated local communities with  

their creativity.

With funding from the Consumers Energy Foundation, these 
organizations have purchased special vehicles, introduced 
innovative lighting equipment, constructed new building 
wings to enhance the lives of nearby residents and hosted 
special exhibits.

Detroit Zoological Society employees drive a 
zebra-striped electric utility vehicle throughout 
the site to haul tools and handle maintenance and 
landscaping activities.
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The Croswell has a  
140-year history in 
southern Michigan.

Students learn lighting design 
techniques at The Croswell  
in Adrian.
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Bridgeport Public Library 
employees gather to celebrate 
the groundbreaking of their 
expansion project.

Construction crews begin 
work on the Bridgeport Public 
Library expansion project, 
which added 2,640 square feet 
to the facility.

Visitors read in the newly finished section of the 
Bridgeport Public Library. The new section provides 
more shelving for books and a quiet reading corner.
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How to apply for a grant from the Consumers Energy 
Foundation:

•���An�organization�must�be�a�nonprofit�
group, as classified by the Internal 
Revenue Service under Section 501(c)
(3) of the U.S. tax code.

•���The�Consumers�Energy�Foundation�
considers applications for education, 
culture and the arts, Michigan growth 
and environmental enhancement, 
social welfare, and community and 
civic activities.

•���Grant�applications�should�include�
a cover letter that introduces your 
organization and makes a strategic 
link between your proposal and the 
Consumers Energy Foundation’s 
interests. The Foundation encourages 
you to use the Council of Michigan’s 
Common Grant Application with your 
cover letter.

•��The�Foundation�operates�within�an�
annual, calendar-year budget. The 
Foundation Board of Directors meets 
quarterly and carefully reviews and 
evaluates all requests.

For more information, contact:
Carolyn Bloodworth
Secretary/Treasurer 
Consumers Energy Foundation
One Energy Plaza
Jackson, MI 49201
Phone: (517) 788-0432
E-mail:  
foundation@consumersenergy.com

For online information, visit us at: 
www.consumersenergy.com/
foundation

Apply for a Grant   30

Carolyn Bloodworth, Consumers Energy Foundation 
secretary/treasurer, enjoys meeting with one of  the 
Michigan FFA’s youth leaders.



Consumers Energy 
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Jackson, MI 49201
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