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In This Issue 

Renee Allen, West Midland Family 
Center (WMFC) Aquatic Director, is 
one of two National Recreation Parks 
Association (NRPA) Aquatic Facility 
Operator Instructors (AFOI) in the 
State of Michigan.  There are only a 
handful of AFO Instructors in the Mid-
western United States.  
 

 “The process of becoming a certified 
AFO Instructor began for me in October 
2018.  After 14 months of taking instruc-
tor classes, co-teaching classes and com-
pleting all the necessary paperwork, I 
finally received my AFO Instructor sta-
tus in December of 2019.  It was one of 
the nicest Christmas presents that I have 
ever received!” exclaimed Allen. “I’ve 
never worked harder for a certification 

                                           ...continued on page 2 

Many Combine to Battle Hunger 

Since 1989, the West Midland Family 
Center has been supporting local stu-
dents hoping to earn college degrees 
through the Dow College Opportunity 
Program (COP). Although the pro-
gram has shaped and grown over the 
years, the original goal of COP remains 
the same: to prepare qualified students 

                                                ...continued on page 7 

Dow COP Classes of 2022 and 2023  
work together to untie the Human Knot 

WMFC Aquatics  
Celebrates 20th Year of 
Serving the Community 

One component of the West Midland 
Family Center (WMFC) mission is to 
enhance the lives of local residents. To 
that end, we strive to understand the 
many needs common to the people of 
Western Midland County. With the 
onslaught of the Covid-19 pandemic we 
are all experiencing unprecedented diffi-
culties. Life as we all know it has come 
to a halt and the people in our community 
will be needing assistance. In times of 
need we must all come together and 
serve. It seems that Mr. Rogers said it 
best when he said, “Look for the help-
ers.” and so we will.  
 

WMFC is fully aware of where to turn in 

this time of community need. In typical 
fashion, The Food Bank of Eastern Mich-
igan (the FBEM) has stepped forward 
with additional surplus food distributions 
for our community. WMFC had antici-
pated distributing 12 semi-truckloads of 
surplus food throughout 2020. With 
prompt response from the FBEM we are 
now on track to distribute minimally 20 
semi-truckloads. Their generosity and 
collaborative spirit will serve the people 
of our community well.  
 

That said, the FBEM and WMFC are not 
alone in our mission to meet community 
nutritional needs. Hidden Harvest, Panera 

Bread-Midland, The Isabella County  
                                                 ...continued on page 8 

Dow COP Empowers  
Students to Succeed 
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WMFC Aquatics Celebrates 20th Year  
...continued from page 1 

but it was worth the time that was in-
vested.  Hosting AFO classes is great 
for WMFC and the aquatic communi-
ty.  Being able to offer AFO Classes 
in this part of the state provides pool 
operators a way to get certified with-
out having to travel downstate or out 
of state.” 

 

According to NRPA, “The Aquatic 
Facility Operator (AFO) Certification 
provides the most comprehensive and 
up-to-date training on operations, me-
chanical systems, water chemistry, 
disinfection, safety and much more. 
AFO Certification will help you or 
your staff better understand the entire 
pool system and run all types of 
aquatic facilities safely, efficiently 
and confidently.”   
 

WMFC plans to host 3-4 classes per 
year.  Class dates for 2020 are March 
19 &20, May 28 & 29 and dates to be 
determined in October. 
 

“They say that “you don’t know what 
you don’t know”, explained Allen. 
“AFO certification is something that 
both public and private pool operators 
can benefit from.  Taking this class 
makes taking care of any pool and all 
the problems that come with pool 
maintenance a whole lot easier.”  
 

This summer the WMFC Swimming 
Pool will be 20 years old!  Our pool 
has reached a birthday milestone and 
with that comes a birthday party!  On 
June 25 from 5-7PM we will cele-
brate our pools 20th birthday with a 
family event.  There will be lots of 
family fun for all ages including free 
swimming, free food, games, givea-
ways and raffles (you must be present 
to win).  Families may register for the 
event at any time prior to June 23rd 
by emailing Renee Allen at al-
lenr@wmfc.org.  In the email 
please include your family name, the 
number of people attending and the 
ages of children attending the event. 

Ex: (Smith Family, 4 people, Chil-
dren ages 3, 5).  
 

Summer swimming lessons continue 
to be a highly sought after activity at 
WMFC and lessons always fill up 
fast!  Although the private swim les-
son format has been extremely popu-
lar with WMFC families for many 
years, WMFC will expand its swim 
lesson program and offer a variety of 
semi private lessons this summer.  
Semi private lessons will consist of 2-

4 students with 2 instructors.  Those 
interested in registering for swim les-
sons can call Renee Allen at 989-832-

3256 or email Renee at al-
lenr@wmfc.org starting at 8:00 a.m. 
on June 1. 
 

“June 1st will be a busy day for the 
aquatic department,” explained Allen. 
“As the calls and emails come in for 
swimming lessons, we’ll return each 
communication in the order that it is 
received.” 

 

“We believe that the new swim lesson 

format will allow us to meet the de-
mand of the community for swim-
ming lessons and hopefully eliminate 

our waiting list this summer. It will 
also insure that children continue to 
receive a high quality swimming les-
son experience while providing 

WMFC with a hands-on opportunity 
to train new instructors.” 

Mr. Kevin explains the amazing properties of 
water and how essential water is to all life. 

The WMFC  Swimming Pool will celebrate  
it’s 20th birthday this summer! 

Science Technology Engineering 
and Mathematics (STEM)  is wo-
ven into every day of the  WMFC 
preschool experience, but what if 
one person goes above and beyond 
to make learning science extra fun? 
That's what Kevin Shaughnessy 
from the Midland Kiwanis Club 
does each week in the 3 year-old 
WMFC Preschool Caterpillar 
Class. From volcano's and proper-
ties of matter, to feats of engineer-
ing, each week the children look for-
ward to "Wonder Wednesday" with 
Mr. Kevin.  
 

Recently Mr. Kevin spent hours in 
his own home kitchen making cups 
out of ice so that he could come to 
class and teach the children about 
the properties of water and its vari-
ous states. "Wonder Wednesday" is 
a day that the children look forward 
to with excitement as they anticipate 
what Mr. Kevin might bring to class 
that day.   
 

What makes a volunteer like Mr. 
Kevin so special?  When the heart 
and time is evident in the experi-
ence. Thank you Mr. Kevin! 

Kiwanis Volunteer Mr. 

Kevin Makes STEM 

Learning Extra Fun! 



To the best of our knowledge, this listing is accurate as of publication. However…if you find you
have been erroneously added to our list of 68 anonymous donors, please contact us!

2019/20 Financial Donors (through March 12, 2020)
A
Anonymous Donations Received by 68 
People (Some given In Honor/Memory of)

- In memory of Clara Anger
- In memory of Ed Billingsley
- In memory of John E. Binkley
- In memory of Martha Bottomley
- In memory of Andrew Copus
- In memory of Ted Datte
- In memory of Jack Dorrien
- In honor of Bob Dostal
- In memory of Lee Goulet
- In honor of Lianne and Steen
- In memory of Mr. & Mrs. Ray Ohle
- In memory of Catharine Ring
- In memory of Lou Ella M. Saam
- In memory of Helen Schaper
- In honor of Paul Shauger
- In honor of Mike Sobolewski
- In honor of Jesse Traschen
- In honor of Jillian Westphal
- In memory of Ames Westphal

Frank and Gretchen Aerstin
Donna Aiken
Dan and Brooke Alba
Robert and LeeAnn Allbee

- In honor of Florence and Ralph Allbee
Mair Alsgaard

- In memory of Andrew Dorrien
Amazon Smile
Jim Anderson and Lisa Walsh

- In memory of Catharine Ring
Steve and Noreen Anderson

- In memory of Catharine Ring
Jeff and Joell Anthony
Arbury Insurance Agency
Todd & Cindy Armbruster

- In honor of Debra Armbruster and 
Richard Fromm

Alicia Asadorian
Assumption of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary Church

B
B & L’s Farm

- In memory of Myrna Servinski
Jim and Char Bakeman
Melissa Barnard and Rick White
Barstow Foundation
Randy and Charlene Bauer

- In memory of Ted Datte
Bay/Midland Pheasants Forever

- In memory of Ted Datte
Jim and Ann Beck
Jim and Lori Belanger
Stuart Bender
Jeffrey and Laura Bennett

Kelsie Beyer
Etcyl and Ruth Blair

- In memory of Nancy Trapp
Fred Blanchard
Blessed Sacrament Parish
Dennis and Janet Blevins

- In memory of Charles Infante
Richard and Judy Bluemer

- In memory of Ted Datte
Gary and Brenda Boots

- In memory of Clara Anger
- In memory of Harold Anger

Jim and Diane Borin
Todd Bosco and Brenda Maida
Bruce and Sharon Bottomley
William and Sally Bowen
M. Victoria Bowes
Boy Scouts of America
Joe and Jan Bradley
Sylvia Bridge

- In memory of William A. Bridge
Mike and Vicki Briggs

- In memory of Jack Dorrien
Joanne Brines

- In memory of John Reder
Ron Brock and Laura Ambrose
J. Dee and Elaine Brooks

- In memory of Diane Anderson
- In memory of James Bromley

Nancy Brown
Ralph and Kris Brozzo
Gregory and Cynthia Buchanan

- In memory of Pauline and  
Jim Retherford

Joy Buchanan
Linda Burgert
John and Kathy Burke

- In memory of Ted Datte
Gerald Burkett

- In memory of Ellen Burkett
Larry and Susan Burks

- In memory of Catharine Ring
Dale and Rose Burleson
Al and Sandy Burmester
Sherry Butler
Colleen Bywater

- In memory of Dale Bywater and  
Pat Bywater

C
Hal and Dottie Canfield
Missy Carroll

- In memory of Jillian Young
Derrick Chamberlain

- In honor of Missy Finney
Children’s Trust Fund
John and Joanne Clever

- In memory of Catharine Ring

Clytean Club
- In memory of Nancy Trapp

Kevin and Cheryl Collins
Carl Coons
Mike and Nina Cronenberger
Dave and Robin Cronkright
Kristen Cronkright

- In memory of Jillian Young
Dexter and Mary Crosby
Gail Crosby

- In memory of Jack Dorrien
- In memory of Ted Datte

Mary C. Currie Foundation

D
D & D Asphalt Specialists

- In memory of Danette Cooper
D & R Floor Covering
Marge Darger
Marilyn Datte

- In honor of Stephanie and  
Finley Varner

- In memory of Ted Datte
Mark and Bonnie Datte

- In memory of Ted Datte
Alan David
Chelsea Davis

- In memory of Jillian Young
Judy Dean
Sarah Dergazarian
Pat and Nancy Devereaux

- In memory of Roy and  
Elsie Devereaux

Dean DeWildt
- In memory of Jack Dorrien

Greg Dickson and Susan Hearn
The Doan Family Foundation
Ben and Kelly Dollard
Norm and Maureen Donker

- In honor of Greg Dorrien
Lin Dorman
Eric Dorrien
Greg and Robyn Dorrien

- In memory of Ted Datte
- In memory of Andrew Dorrien
- In memory of Jack Dorrien
- In memory of Charles Infante
- In memory of Jillian Young

Hope Dorrien
Mike and Brooke Dorrien

- In honor of Greg Dorrien
Ginny Dorrien

- In memory of Andrew Dorrien
Lori Dostal
Peter and Jan Doty
The Dow Chemical Company
The Dow Chemical Company Foundation
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2019/20 Financial Donors (through March 12, 2020)

To the best of our knowledge, this listing is accurate as of publication. However…if you find you
have been erroneously added to our list of 68 anonymous donors, please contact us!

The Herbert H. and Grace A. 
Dow Foundation

Joe and Patricia Downey
Todd and Mary Draves
Jeffrey Dulude, DDS, PLC

- In memory of Catharine Ring
Richard Dumler

- In memory of Nancy Trapp

E
Mike and Betty Ann Eash
Tad and June Eastman

- In memory of Ted Datte
- In memory of Phyllis and  

John D. Eastman
Marybeth Trapp Eilerson

- In memory of Nancy Trapp
Steve and Karen Ellebracht
Gar Engle
Marilyn Enzie

F
Ginger Faber

- In memory of Jillian Young
Fabiano Brothers, Inc.
Janet Feltman

- In memory of Terry Feltman
Richard and Christine Ferrando
Phyllis Ferris
Donald  and Ann Fillmore
Dennis Finken
Jeff and Missy Finney

- In memory of Jillian Young
Bill and Eileen Finzel
First United Methodist Church
Larry and Dianne Fleming
Cassie Foley

- In memory of Rick Foley
Gary Francis and Kathy Breedlove-Francis
Marjorie Franko

- In memory of Charles Infante
Brian and Lynette Frankovich
Al Freeman
William and Nancy Fronk

- In memory of Catharine Ring
Dick and Sarah Furlow

G
Emma Garner

- In memory of Jillian Young
Melvin and Elaine Garrett
Carl Garrison

- In memory of Beverly Garrison
Rollin M. Gerstacker Foundation

Philippe Giacalone
- In memory of Jillian Young

Mary Gieselmann
Linda Gifford

- In honor of Olive Deitsch
Peg Gilstad
Garlene Glanz

- In memory of Ronald Glanz
Cal and Marilyn Goeders

- In memory of Charles Burton
Mark and Alison Goethe
Chris and Marj Goralski
John and Mary Gorte
Billee Goulet
Great Lakes Garden Club
Bob and Rosalyn Green

- In memory of Barb Green
Jason and Amy Green

- In memory of Jillian Young
Cinthia Gregorio
Greg and Luanne Grocholski

- In memory of Ted Datte
Thomas and Jennifer Grossman
Donald and Bethany Grubb

H
Naomi Haebler

- In memory of Clara Anger
Lawrence and Kay Hale
Don and Yvonne Hall

- In memory of Catharine Ring
Roger and Joyce Halstead

- In honor of Wendy Traschen
Don Hammond
Jim and Shirlee Hampton
Al and Mary Ann Hanus
Herb and Kerry Hardy
Bill Hargreaves
Kylie Hart

- In memory of Ames Westphal
Gil and Miriam Harter
Erica Haskins

- In memory of Jillian Young
Dave and Mary Haslam
Mike and Debbie  Hayes
Paula Headbloom
Bill Heeschen and Judy Gunderson
Paul and Cris Heil
Kirk and Jan Hewlett
James Hohman
Peter and Birgit Holicki
Marty and Laura Hollenbeck
Homer Township
Homer United Methodist Church
Earl and Alma Hoon

- In memory of Clara Anger
- In memory of Harold Anger

Alex and Stephanie Hope
- In memory of Jillian Young

Horizon Bank

Susan  Hoshaw
Ken and Laura Hozak
Norm and Ruth Hozak
Richard and Patricia Humburg
Jim and Glorian Hummel

- In memory of Pat Reeves
Dennis and Barbara Hurley
Mike and Nancy Hurtubise

I
Karl and Julie Ieuter
Independent Bank

J
Doug and Lori Jackson
Greg and Nancy Janoch
Johnson Investments
Shelly Jones
Norma Julian

K
Philip and Sharon Kalina
Karl Kamena
Kevin and Mary Kane
Roger and Liz Kapla
Bob and Mary Kasprzyk
David and Tracey Kempsell
James and Mary Kendall

- In memory of Jack Dorrien
The Patricia and David Kepler Foundation
Dave and Patti Kepler
Charles and Della Keyworth

- In honor of Delaney and  
Gretta Toner

Steve Kin
Glenn Kistler

- In memory of Ted Datte
Rod and Ruth Kitzmiller
Kiwassee Kiwanis
Midland Kiwanis Foundation
George and Jan Klein

- In honor of Ed, Rob and  
Ruth Woollard

Jeff and Linda Kosch
Jim and Peggy Kowalski
Torsten and Andrea Kraef
Brian and Jean Krause

- In memory of Catharine Ring
Donald and Mary Krauss

- In memory of Harold Anger
Ginger Kruger

- In memory of Bob E. Kruger
Randy Kursinsky

L
Jim and Sue LaBean
Norm and Diane Lake
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Stephen and Judy Lange
Mark and Renee Larsen
Pete and Gloria Lehman

- In memory of Catharine Ring
Jack Lehman
Lance and Elizabeth Lewis
Chris and Jackie Light
Rebecca Litherland
Ed and Jodi Loubert
Dirk and Susan Love

- In memory of Jillian Young
Carl and Sheree Lovell
The Ludington Family Foundation
Elizabeth and Keith Lumbert
Ronald and Kay Lynn Lund
Ted and Kay Lunt

M
Karen MacArthur
Bob and Candace Markey
Brad and Trish Martin
Dennis Mattson

- In memory of Catharine Ring
Ken and Lori Mault

- In memory of Ted Datte
Ben and Carolyn Mayne
Wally and Lindsay Mayton

- In honor of Bill and Sally Bowen
- In memory of Jack Dorrien
- In memory of Charles Infante
- In memory of Catharine Ring
- In memory of Nancy Trapp

Bob and Melissa McAfee
Tom McCann
Kaye McClain
Craig McDonald
Bill and Kathy McDonald
John and Rosanne McGown
Marty and Janet McGuire
Fred and Susan Meath

- In memory of Jeff Bartlett
- In memory of Tom Dostal

Don and Jackie Medema
Bernie Meister
Memorial Presbyterian Church 
Presbyterian Women
Mary Merrill

- In memory of Walt and Nancy Trapp
Matt and Jacqueline Metcalf
David and Alison Midkiff
Midland 100 Club
Midland Area Community Foundation
Midland County ESA
County of Midland

- In memory of Jack Dorrien
Midland Lions Club
Cliff Miles

Jean and Scott Miller
Bruce Miller
Elizabeth Miller

- In honor of Jan Hewlett
Michael Miller and Debra Warner Miller
Thomas and Elsie Misner
George Momany and 

Dottie Wiederhold-Momany
Bob Monica
Bob and Laura Moolenaar
Terry and Carleen Moore

- In honor of Bill and Sally Bowen
Ruth Morey

- In honor of Dave and Susan Bass
James and Alice Morgan
Steve and Deb Morgenstern
Rob and Sharon Mortensen
Sally Moss
Michael Mulcahy

- In memory of Ronald Sprague
Molly Murphy

N
Mary Neely
Nancy Nickerson and David Guenther
Larry and Selena Noble
Chuck and Peggy Norisez
John and Julie Nosal
Ramon and Carola Novarro

- In memory of Catharine Ring
Mark and Diane Nowak
Bob and Cherie Nowak

- In memory of Jim Burlingame
Therese Nowak

O
Bruce and Roberta Oliver
Fred and Alice Oonk

- In honor of Heather Oonk
Dan and Sarah Opperman

- In memory of Catharine Ring
Franca Oreffice
Max and Jessie Oswald
Michael and Chris Owen

P
William and Judith Page
Betty Pankey
Dave and Anne Pankratz
Paul Pankratz
Greg and Sharlene Parish
Dan and Marge Parker
Sylvia Patchin

- In memory of Catharine Ring
Jude and Deanna Patnaude
Barbara Pauli
Ken and Gina Pederson

Dave Pellegrom
Tom and Margaret Peters
Pfizer Foundation
Maureen Pillepich
David Pioch
Jim Pollack
Frank and Jean Popoff
John and Diane Popp
Connie Pretzer
Marc and Mary Jane Purtell

R
Helen Rabbage

- In memory of Ronald Rabbage
Ken Randall
Dave and Patty Rapanos
Judy Rapanos
Mike Rapanos
Andy and Donna Rapp

- In honor of Greg Dorrien
Richard and Susan Rausch
Bill Reder

- In memory of John Reder
- In memory of Marcia Reder

Larry Reeves
Gregg and Mary Reitz
Dick and Bonnie Rhinehart
David and Donna Richards
Nancy Richey

- In memory of Catharine Ring
David Rick
Frank and Ellen Riggle
Jerry Ring

- In memory of Catharine Ring
Katherine Ring

- In memory of Catharine Ring
Mary Ringey
Ron and Darla Rippee
Todd and Julie Rivard
Tad and Sally Jean Roberson
The Edward and Elyse Rogers 

Family Foundation
Joan Rogers

- In memory of Joseph E. Rogers
Fred and Carolee Rolf

- In memory of Nancy Trapp
Karen Rolf

- In memory of Nancy Trapp
David and Libby Romenesko
Scott and Helen Roth

- In memory of Jillian Young

Pat and Gordon Roush
Walter and Joanne Rupprecht
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S
John Saam
Karen Schaar

- In memory of Jerry Schaar
Sue Scheddel
Walter and Margarete Scherzer
Julie Schmidt
Bill and Beth Schmidt
Ann Schmitz and James Woehrle
Herbert and Barbara Jo Scogg
Jeremy and Tammy Screws
Kevin and Jean Scroggin
Pat Seibert
Theodore Selby
Servinski Sod Service, Inc.
Diane Shank

- In memory of Jillian Young
James Shepich and Anita Tekchandani
Nancy Shimek

- In memory of Ted Datte
Sandra Simmons
Bobby Sinclair
Bill and Pat Smith
Joann Smith

- In memory of Bernard Smith
Bob and Allegra Smith

- In memory of Harold Anger
Snow Machines Inc
Mary Socha
Earl and Marilyn  Soules

- In memory of Jack Dorrien
Michael Soules

- In honor of Earl Soules
David Sovereen and Marcelo Flores

- In honor of Barbara Prince Sovereen
Dan and Holly Spreeman
Carol Staples & Tai-Sam Choo

- In memory of Catharine Ring
Nancy Stark-Higgins
William and Linda Stavropoulos
Kay Stepanski
Ray and Norma Stevens

- In memory of Clara Anger
- In memory of Beverly Anibal

P. Richard Stoesser
Doak and Amy Stolz
Robert and Jennifer Stopka

- In memory of Pat Brandt
Michael and Cathy Strong
The Charles J. Strosacker Foundation
Thomas and Vicki Strouse
Duncan Stuart
Sally Ann Sutton
Pete and Anne Swan
Roger and Kristine Szeszulski

T
Thayre and Katie Talcott

- In honor of Bill and Sally Bowen
Ed and Jo Ann Tanzini
Louise Tarn
Nelson and Jess TerBurgh

- In memory of Alexandria TerBurgh
Bruce and Rose Thill
Tom and Amy Tolton
TOPS Organization
Philip and Sharon Tower
Duane and Terry Townley
The Harry A. and Margaret D.

Towsley Foundation
Michael and Jennifer Trippeer

U
Howard and Lisa Ungerleider
United Steel Workers 14009
United Way of Isabella County
United Way of Midland County

V
Paul and Kristen Van Dam

- In memory of Jillian Young
Tina VanDam

- In memory of Jack Dorrien
Judith Vance

- In memory of Catharine Ring
Charli VanOrden

- In memory of Norma Camp
- In memory of John and Ranny Riecker
- In memory of Donald J. Van Orden

Amanda VanSickle
Dave and Jodi Vercellino
Enza and Isabel Viges
George and Judy Vogel
Cathryn Voss

- In memory of Catharine Ring

W
Joel Wagoner
Lynn Walker
Bob and Mary Warne
Jerry and Sally Wasserman
Renee Weddle

- In memory of Nancy Trapp
Cheryl Weeks-Rosten
Terry and Gail Wegener

- In memory of Ted Datte
Jillian Westphal

- In memory of Jillian Young
Trina Westphal
Marilyn Wildes

- In memory of Catharine Ring
Steve Wildes

William Eyre Construction Co.
Katherine Williams Pellegrom
Carol and David Williams
John and Amy Wilson
John and Jo Ann Winchester
Carl and Mary Winegar

- In memory of Nancy Trapp
Clara Wirsing

- In memory of Ted Datte
Bob and Mary Ann Wise
Ray and Cheryl Witt

- In memory of Nancy Trapp
LaVern and June Wyse

Y
Eugene Yehle
Yost Energy, Inc.
Duke Yost
Cynthia Zacharias

- In memory of Win Zacharias

Z
John and Pat Zimmerman
Zonta Club of Midland
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The following people have included 
WMFC in their estate plan (will, life 
insurance or living trust) or have already 
fulfilled their Legacy Society donation.

Orrin and Eleanor Barrett*
Jim Burlingame*

Helen (Kennedy) Burns*
Carl Coons

Greg & Robyn Dorrien
Virginia Harlow*

Kenneth E. Livernois*
Bernie Meister
V. Bruce Miller
John Reder*

Edward & Elyse Rogers
Dinae & Robert Tomczak

Win Zacharias*
Other Anonymous Donors

*Deceased
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Ten years has passed quickly since 
the last U.S. Census was taken.  Cen-
sus 2020 is just around the corner.  
April 1st, 2020 is National Census 
Day!    
 

The Census is a population count 
which is mandated by the U.S. Con-
stitution and conducted by the U.S. 
Census Bureau.  Homes across the 
United States will receive an invita-
tion  to participate in the Census in 
the mail by mid-March. With options 
of completing the Census either 
online, by phone, or by mail, the Cen-
sus should only take 10 minutes or 
less from start to finish. 
 

The data collected by the Census in 
the area surrounding WMFC could 
significantly impact the services of-
fered to those in our community.  As 
in every prior Census, the data col-
lected will be used to shape state 
funding, determine U.S. House of 
Representative seats, and draw 
congressional and state legislative 

districts. In addition, the data will be 
used to distribute funds and support 
to a plethora of services used by 
Michiganders every day such as, pub-
lic transportation and roads, emergen-
cy services, child welfare funding, 
medical assistance programs, WIC, 
and national school lunch programs.  
 

The U.S. Census Bureau is required 
by law to keep all personal infor-
mation reported private. They will 
only present the data that is collected.  
 

WMFC wants to stress the im-
portance of the Census and address 
any questions or concerns people may 
have. WMFC has trained staff availa-
ble to answer questions and help walk 
people through the completion of the 
Census. The WMFC lobby also has 
resource binders with an abundance 
of information as well as printed Cen-
sus samples and invitations.  
 

Reminders and information regarding 
the Census will be provided at each 

event hosted at WMFC during the 
upcoming months . WMFC will also 
post reminders on the WMFC M20 
Road Sign, Facebook Page and in the 
WMFC lobby as well as send remind-
ers in the mail. In addition, there will 
be a simple 5 question quiz about the 
Census at the WMFC Welcome Cen-
ter. Anyone who achieves a 100% 
score on this very simple quiz will be 
entered into a raffle to win gift cards 
from a variety of stores including 
Meijer.  To assist you, all the an-
swers to the quiz are provided in the 
resource binders and flyers located in 
the WMFC lobby. We look forward 
to seeing you in the weeks ahead! 

Data Collected From Upcoming Census Important to WMFC Families 

to be more successful in pursuing 
their post-secondary goals through 
mentoring, academic support, volun-
teerism, and social development.  
 

While in high school, COP students 
participate in monthly meetings 
which serve as a support group and 
help each student grow personally.  
The meetings are also used to help 
acquaint students with the different 
aspects of the college selection and 
application processes. In addition,  
students participate in a variety of 
different events centered on skill de-
velopment and exploration. As a re-
sult, when  the students complete 
high school, they are more prepared 
to enter into a college setting and 
graduate with a post secondary de-
gree. To date 82% of Dow COP stu-
dents have received post-secondary 

degrees.  COP has 59  total students 
in the current program including 33 
high school students and 26 college 
students. 
 

After a four month trial period in the 
Fall of 2019, eleven students from 
Bullock Creek, Coleman, Meridian, 
and Shepherd High School applied to 
become permanent members of Dow 
COP. At the end of a careful selection 
process, COP leadership invited nine 
of the eleven students to continue in 
the program until their college gradu-
ation. This new group of 9 students 
formed the Class of 2023 and have 
already been very active in Dow 
COP.  Together with the students of 
other COP Classes they have volun-
teered to help out in a variety of ac-
tivities such as helping set up the 
Grace A. Dow Memorial Library 

Book Sale, visiting residents at 
Pinecrest Farms and volunteer ing 
at a number of events here at WMFC. 
In the coming months, the students  
will work together to learn how to 
develop a positive peer group as they 
rely on one another to help them 
work through the rough spots that 
every teenager faces in everyday life. 
 

This summer, the new COP Class of 
2023 will be joining the COP Class of 
2022 on an adventure trip to the Up-
per Peninsula of Michigan (UP).  
While in the UP they will face differ-
ent challenges that will push them out 
of their comfort zones, empower 
them and instill in them the fact that 
they have the strength and fortitude to 
overcome any obstacle that comes 
their way, even college! 
 

COP Empowers Students to Succeed   ...continued from page 1 
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Honorary Board Members: 
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Carl Coons 
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WMFC has hosted WMFC Recreation 
Family Nights for  just over  a year  now. 
The purpose for these nights is to provide 
a fun and affordable night for families. 
Held from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. on the last Sat-
urday of each month, each family recrea-
tion night offers a variety of recreation 
activities based around a chosen fun filled 
theme.  Some of the themes in the past 
year have included Glow Night, Minute It 
To Win It Night, Halloween Night, Sum-
mer Time Night, Nature Night, and more. 
Family Recreation Nights are completely 
FREE of charge and are open to the pub-
lic. There is something for everyone in the 
family to enjoy regardless of age.   
 

Upcoming WMFC Family Recreation 
Nights include April 25, 2020 - Glow 
Miniature Golf Night and May 30, 2020 - 
Springtime/Nature Night. 
 

Each month, families who RSVP by 2:00 
p.m. the afternoon of the family recreation 

night, will be eligible to win prizes. For 
more information about WMFC Recrea-
tion Family Nights or to RSVP, please 

contact Chelsea Davis at 989-832-3256 or 
davisc@wmfc.org 

Themes for Spring Family 
Recreation Nights Announced 

Introducing a child to fishing early in life  
can lead to a lifetime of adventures both  

inside and outside the classroom. 

Soup Kitchen,  The Midland County  

Emergency Food Pantry Network (our  
inspiration) and The United Way of Mid-

land County are integral to this process. 

With their support and the many volunteers 
who have helped along the way, we will 
work to meet community needs as they 

arise. In support of the effort to provide 
wholesome food items to families in this 
time of need, additional monthly deliveries 
of fresh fruits, veggies, eggs, milk and oth-

er surplus food items will be distributed as 
well.  

Executive Director, Greg Dorrien mar-
vels at the operation. “The amazing thing is 

the collaborative nature of this effort. Peo-
ple’s true colors shine brightest in the most 
difficult times.”                                       

Many Battle Hunger 
...continued from page 1 

WMFC Staff members and volunteers work side 
by side to battle hunger in the community.    




